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the rule of Cromwell, nor of Canning, nor of Gladstone,
but it has now been consecrated by the Liberal
Government which came into power in 1906.

In the summer of 1909, it is true, the rule was broken.
Mulai Hafid, "Sultan of Morocco, was reported to be
torturing his rebel prisoners according to ancestral
custom, and rumours came that he had followed a
French king's example in keeping the rebel leader,
El Roghi, in a cage like a tame eagle, or had thrown
him to the lions to be torn in pieces before the eyes
of the royal concubines. Then the European Powers
combined to protest in the name of humanity. It
was something gained. But no great courage was
required to rebuke the Sultan of Morocco, if England,
France, Germany, Russia, Italy, and Spain combined
to do it; and his country was so desirable for its
minerals, barley, and dates that a little courage in
dealing with him might even prove lucrative in the
end. When Russia treated her rebellious subjects
with tortures and executions more horrible than any-
thing reported from Morocco, the case was very dif-
ferent. Then alliances and understandings were con-
firmed, substantial loans were arranged in France an$
England, Kings and Emperors visited the Tsar, and
the cannon of our fleet welcomed him to our waters
amid the applause of our newspapers and the con-
gratulations of a Liberal Government.

It is evident, then, that, in Sir James Stephen's
words, subjects are in most countries still made to
understand that to attack the existing state of society
is equivalent to risking their own lives. Under our
own rule, no matter what statesmen like Gladstone
and John Morley have in past years urged in favour of
the mitigation of penalties for political offences, such